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division between them was that for the Virginia gentleman
property meant land, for the self-made New York lawyer
property meant paper.    It was the difference between the
old world and the new, and on this one point Washington
and Jefferson saw eye to eye.   But Jefferson's agrarianism
was bound up with theories of equality and the rights of
man; Washington's agrarianism was more that of a feudal
landlord,  or the owner of a Roman latifundium.     He
believed that Jefferson, by stirring up the people to agitate
for their "rights/' was endangering the life of the country.
Of the Democratic Societies organized to protest against the
conservative tenor of his administration, Washington wrote,
"If these self-created societies cannot be discontinued, they
will destroy the government of the country."   And again,
"My opinion is that you could as soon scrub the blackamoor
white as to change the principles of a professed Democrat,
and that he will leave nothing unattempted to overturn the
government of the country."    Also, Washington had no
great opinion of Jefferson's abilities.    For example, in a
letter to Robert Livingstone, in January 1783, Washington
wrote, "What office is Mr. Jefferson appointed to that he
has, you say, lately accepted?    If it is that of Commissioner
of Peace, I hope he will arrive too late to have any hand in
it."   So Washington sided with Hamilton, feeling that the
paramount need was for a strong and financially stable
government.    The geography of the country, he believed,
would ensure that the United States remained agricultural.
After four years in office, Washington hoped to return
to Mount Vernon; but Hamilton insisted that he accept
a second term as President.    The repercussions of the
French Revolution were beginning to be felt in America
by 1792, when the Presidential elections were held.    The
Jeffersonian group was becoming more and more extreme
in its demands for legislation in the interests of the poor
instead of in the interests of Hamilton's monied class,
If Washington stepped down now,  said Hamilton,  the
Jeffersonians might come to power and all the good work
that had been accomplished might be undone.    After
another four years, however, capitalism and sound business
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